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Ninth lnternational Workshop on
Matrices and Statistics

Hyderabad, lndia: 9-1 3 December 2000

The Ninth International Workshop on Matrices and Statistics, in
Celebration of C. R. Rao's 80th Birthday, was held in Hyder-
abad (Andhra Pradesh), India, from December 9-13, 2000. This
Workshop was organized in Hyderabad by the Indian Statisti-
cal Institute (ISI) and the Society for Development of Statistics,
in collaboration with the Birla Science Cenffe, Osmania Uni-
versity and the University of Hyderabad. The International Or-
ganizing Committee (IOC) comprised R. W. Farebrother (Eng-
land, UK), S. Puntanen (Finland), G. P. H. Styan (Canada; vice-
chair), and H. J. Werner (Germany; chair). The Local Or-
ganizing Committee in India included R. Bhatia (ISI-Delhi),
P. Bhimasankaram (ISl-Hyderabad), G. S. R. Murthy (ISI-
Hyderabad), V. Narayana (Isl-Hyderabad), M. S. Rao (Osma-
nia Univ., Hyderabad), B. Sidharth (Birla Science Centre, Hy-
derabad), LJ. SuryaPrakesh (Osmania University, Hyderabad),
R. J. R. Swamy (Osmania Lfniv., Hyderabad), P. Udayasree
(Univ. of Hyderabad), and K. Viswanath (Univ. of Hyderabad).

The pulpose of this Workshop was to stimulate research ild,
in an informal setting, to foster the interaction of researchers in
the interface between maffix theory and statistics. The Work-
shop, with more than 100 participants (group photo on pp. 16-
17 above) from 17 counffies, began with the Inauguration Cere-
mony on Saturduy, December 9. Inaugural addresses were given
by D. C. Reddy (Vice-Chancellor, Osmania University), H. ;.
Werner (Univ. of Bonn, IOC Chair), and M. Sudhakara Rao
(President of the Society for Development of Statistics). This
was followed, on the Saturday and Sunday, by a Short Course
comprising the ten invited one-hour talks on recent advances in
Matrix Theory, with Special Reference to Applications in Statis-
tics.This Short Course was followed by the presentation of about
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forty further research papers on Monday, December 11
Wednesday, December 13. The Workshop proper included ses-
sions of invited talks (40 minutes), contributed tatks (15 min-
utes) and talks by students (20 minutes). Most Workshop ab-
sffacts are included in the Worl<shop Programme with Abstracts
as of 2000-II-29 which can be downloaded from the Work-
shop Web site: http://eos.ect.uni-bonn.de/HYD2000.htm. It is
expected that many of these papers will be published, after ref-
ereeing, in a Special Issue on Linear Algebra and Statistics of
Linear Algebra and lts Applications; the Eighth Special Issue
on Linear Algebra and Statistics is vol. 321(December 2000).

The Short Course was held in the Auditorium at the Prof.
G. Rami Reddy Centre of Distance Education on the Osmania
University campus and the Workshop proper in the Birla Sci-
ence Cenffe in downtown Hyderabad. On Tuesday, December
12, there was a special ceremony in the Bhaskara Auditorium in
the Birla Science Centre celebrating the 80th Birthday of C. R.
Rao (newspaper article below from the Indian Expres,s, 9 De-
cember 2000). His Excellency Dr. C. Rangarajan, Governor of
Andhra Pradesh, was the Chief Guest and Speaker; further Ad-
dresses, Remarks and Felicitations to C. R. Rao were presented
by Malakonda Reddy (Executive Secretary, Mediciti Hospitals,
Hyderabad), M. Sudhakara Rao (President: Society for Devel-
opment of Statistics), S. B. Rao (Former Director, ISD and H. J.
Werner (Univ. of Bonn, IOC Chair). A ballet performance by
the children of the MNR Educational Institutions was followed
by the Workshop Banquet.

On Monday evening, December 10, the cultural prograrnme
was highlighted by the play "Journey through Mathematics:
The Crest of the Peacock" directed by Professor Shewalker and
staged by students of the Sarojini Naidu School of Performing
Arts. The play began in the days of the Indus Valley Civilisation
in Mohenjodaro (3000-1750 Bc) and ended in the 20th century.
The marble of the Naubat Patlad, Birla Mandir, was a marvelous
backdrop for this 'trnique theatre for Mathematics''. -Eds.
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